Words, Words, Words-What do they all mean?
Strategies in teaching vocabulary
Notes-log of words they are learning

Vocabulary: The ability to understand (receptive) and use (expressive) words to acquire and convey meaning. 
Expressive Vocabulary: Requires a speaker or writer to produce a specific label for a particular meaning.

Receptive Vocabulary: Requires a reader to associate a specific meaning with a given label as in reading or listening. 

Why is Vocabulary important? 
Research says: 

· The importance of vocabulary knowledge to school success, in general, and reading comprehension, in particular, is widely documented. (Becker, 1977; Anderson & Nagy, 1991; see References) 

· The National Research Council (1998; see References) recently concluded that vocabulary development is a fundamental goal for students in the early grades.

Children enter school with "meaningful differences" in vocabulary knowledge (Hart & Risley, 1995; see References). 
"Research has shown that children who read even ten minutes a day outside of school experience substantially higher rates of vocabulary growth between second and fifth grade than children who do little or no reading." (Anderson & Nagy, 1992, see References)
Teaching Vocabulary
Critical features of Vocabulary instruction:
Provide Students with Skills/Opportunities to Learn Words Independently

Vocabulary Literature:

Contextual Analysis - A strategy readers use to infer or predict a word from the context in which it appears.
Morphemic Analysis - A strategy in which the meanings of words can be determined or inferred by examining their meaningful parts (i.e., prefixes, suffixes, roots, etc.)

Storybook Literature:

Students learn new vocabulary from oral language experiences like listening to storybooks (Robbins & Ehri, 1994; Elley, 1989; see References).

"The relative rarity of words in children's books is, in fact, greater than that in all adult conversation, except for courtroom testimony. Indeed, the words used in children's books are considerably rarer than those in the speech on prime time adult television" (Cunningham & Stanovich, 1998; see References). 

Teaching Vocabulary: 
Types of Vocabulary Instruction
· Direct instruction that teaches specific vocabulary to be read. 

· Pre-instruction of vocabulary in reading lesson. 

· Multiple exposures 

· Task restructuring 

· Active engagement 

· Computer technology 

· Incidental learning through reading. 

· Multiple methods versus single methods. 

· Use of context to learn unfamiliar word meanings.

Simplifying Direct Vocabulary Instruction: Matching Instruction to Your Goal
· There are a limited number of ways to teach vocabulary directly! 

· The way you teach depends on learner knowledge and what you want students to be able to do. 

· Three Prominent Oral Vocabulary Teaching Strategies: 

	Modeling (Examples):

	
	When it is impossible to use language to explain the meaning of a word (e.g., between, in). 

	Synonyms:

	
	When a student knows a word(s) that can explain the meaning of a new, unknown word (e.g., damp means a little wet).

	Definitions:

	
	When students have adequate language to understand a longer explanation and when the concept is too complicated to be explained through a synonym (e.g., service station is a place where gasoline is sold and cars are repaired). 


The Way You Teach Vocabulary Depends on Your Goal
Kindergarten Standard: Identify Common Words and Sort in Basic Categories (colors, shapes, foods) 

· Other examples of categories: animals, position words, clothing

Use concept teaching (modeling) when children have limited language and explanations contain words children do not understand.
Features of Concept Teaching (Modeling): 

· Set up (use the same material and vary only the dimension that changes it from the concept to not the concept). 

· Show a range of positive and negative examples 

· Include negative examples that are minimally different 

· Keep language consistent

Teaching Vocabulary: 
Teaching Vocabulary Using Storybooks
Critical Design Features of Storybook Instruction

· Repeated readings of stories (alternated) 

· Classic stories or on lists of recommended readings 

· Performance reading style (Extended intro; few interruptions during reading, dialogue after reading) 

· 3 target words per story 

· Scaffolded story grammar intro and retell

How to Select Words to Preteach
· Identify words that are critical to story understanding that are not explained in the text. 

· Select words students will "encounter" again (moderate frequency words) 

· Preteach meanings of words using examples, synonyms, definitions 

· Provide children opportunities to use the words. 

Teaching Vocabulary: 
Teaching Vocabulary Using Storybooks
Selecting Words to Preteach: Example Books and Target Words

	Book:
	Vocabulary taught:
	Synonym/Definition

	Harry, the Dirty Dog
by Gene Zion (1956)
	buried
	Put in the ground and covered with dirt

	
	strange
	Someone (or something) that you don't know

	
	furiously
	Fast and wildly

	Pete's a Pizza
by William Steig (1998)
	mood
	How you act or feel

	
	kneading
	Pushing and squeezing

	
	giggling
	Silly laughing

	Hush! A Thai Lullaby
by Minfong Ho (1996)
	nearby
	Close</TD< tr> 

	
	ceiling
	Top of a room

	
	dozes
	Sleeps lightly

	If You Give a Mouse a Cookie...
by Laura Numeroff (1985)
	probably
	Most likely

	
	trim
	Cut

	
	sign
	Write your name

	Caps for Sale
by Esphyr Slobodkina (1940)
	peddler
	Someone who travels and sells things

	
	stamped
	To put your foot down hard

	
	disturb
	To move out of place

	See References for all books


Teaching Vocabulary: 
Teaching Vocabulary Using Storybooks
[image: image1.png]Storybook Estimated Time and Sequence

Story Introduction | The Reading Post-Discussion
3-4 minutes 4-8 minutes 35 minutes
Story Introduction | The Reading Post-Discussion
34 minutes 4-8 minutes 35 minutes
Vocabulary [ Vocabulary Activity | Story Retell

Review 4-6 minutes 4-6 minutes

2.3 minutes

Lesson 1

Lesson 2

Lesson 3





Storybook Reading Lesson 1

· Story Introduction (3 - 4 minutes) 

· Title, author, illustrator 

· Rationale for reading 

· Cover presentation, prediction 

· Focus on story elements (character, setting, etc.) 

· Introduce 3 target vocabulary words

· Reading (4 - 6 minutes) 

· Few interruptions; pause for target vocabulary words

· Post-Reading Discussion Questions (3 - 5 minutes) 

· Relate to student experiences

Teaching Vocabulary: 
Teaching Vocabulary Using Storybooks
	Storybook Reading Lesson 2
· Story Introduction (3 - 4 minutes) 

· Title, author, illustrator 

· Recall questions emphasizing story elements 

· Review 3 target vocabulary words by showing words in context

· Reading (4 - 6 minutes) 

· Pauses for target vocabulary words 

· Definitions and students responses to extend content

· Discussion (3 - 5 minutes) 

· Reconstruct story with elements and target words
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	Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak (1963), see References


Lesson 2 Vocabulary Activity
Remember we had 3 magic words that you listened for in the story. Point to the words on the tagboard as you repeat them quickly: mischief, terrible, rumpus.
a. The first word was mischief. Show the picture where Max is chasing the dog. In the picture Max is making [image: image3.png]


. (mischief)
b. The next word was terrible. Show the picture with Max landing at the place where the wild things are. The wild things had eyes that were [image: image4.png]


. (terrible)
c. The third word was rumpus . Show the picture where the wild things are howling at the moon. Max led the wild things in a [image: image5.png]


. (rumpus) 

Lesson 2 Vocabulary Activity: Target Words in Context

	A. Page with Max chasing the dog.

	
	Mischief is naughty things. 
What is mischief? (naughty things) 
One night Max wore his wolf suit and made mischief on one kind and another, he did many naughty things.

	B. Page with Max landing at the place where the wild things are.

	
	Terrible is very bad.
What is terrible? (very bad)
They roared their terrible roars, their very bad roars. 

	C. First of three picture pages without text.

	
	Rumpus is wild play.
What is rumpus? (wild play)
Let the rumpus, the wild play, start!


Teaching Vocabulary: 
Teaching Vocabulary Using Storybooks
Storybook Reading Lesson 3

· Vocabulary Review (2 - 3 minutes) 

· Reintroduce Words

· Vocabulary Activity (4 - 6 minutes) 

· Word games

· Story Retell (4 - 6 minutes) 

· Students narrate 

· Questions about story elements

Guess the Word Game
You are going to tell me which word goes with another word. If you get it right, I will give the group a star. 

1. Which words go with terrible? Very bad or very nice? 
2. Which words go with rumpus? Playing dolls or wild play? 

3. Which words go with mischief? Naughty things or helpful things?

What is the Magic Word? Game
See if you can tell me what I am talking about. I will give you a star each time you are right. 

1. The dog barked a very bad bark. What is our magic word for very bad? (terrible) If incorrect or no response ask, Was it terrible? Yes, terrible. The dog barked a terrible bark. Say that. (The dog barked a terrible bark.) 

2. Max was sent to his room for doing naughty things. Which magic word am I talking about? (mischief) If incorrect or no response ask, Was it mischief? Yes, mischief. Max got sent to his room for doing mischief. Say that. (Max got sent to his room for doing mischief.)
Prompted Retell
Now try your best to remember what happens in the story. I will help you by asking questions and showing pictures. Be sure to tell me the names of the characters, where the story takes place, and the problems the characters have. Tell me the story as if you were telling it to a friend who has never heard it.
Teaching Vocabulary: 
Vocabulary programs and materials
What Should I Look for in Programs and Materials?

Do materials and program...

1. teach vocabulary directly and independently? 

2. select important words and provide repetition and multiple exposures? 

3. use target words in a variety of rich contexts? 

4. use multiple methods (definitions, context, etc.)? 

5. simplify the task (use simple words for hard words)? 

6. preteach critical vocabulary? 

7. use computer technology as enhancement?

For help in evaluating and selecting curricula and models of reading program implementation, visit the Curricula section of this website. 
